




6th October 2016
(2016-2017)

Movie screening
(12 Year A Slave)

The History department of Maitreyi college held Movie screening and Discussion’ as one of
the Academic extension activities. The movie shown was ‘12 Years A Slave (Directed by

Steve McQueen) on October 6 2016 . The event started with the Introduction of the film and
its background.The number of students who attended the screening were 110.

The plot revolves around Solomon Northup, a free African-American, is promised a
fortnightly job by Brown and Hamilton. However, after arriving in Washington DC, he realises

that he has been sold into slavery.
Solomon Northup is a free African-American man in 1841, working as a violinist and living
with his wife and two children in Saratoga Springs, New York. Two white men, Brown and
Hamilton, offer him short-term employment as a musician if he would travel with them to

Washington, D.C.; however, once they have arrived, they drug Northup and deliver him to a
slave pen run by a man named Burch. Northup proclaims that he is a free man, only to be

savagely beaten with a wooden paddle and then a leather strap.

Northup is shipped to New Orleans along with other captive African-Americans. He is told by
the others that if he wants to survive in the South, he must adapt to being a slave and not tell

anyone he is a free man. A slave trader named Theophilus Freeman gives Northup the
identity of "Platt", a runaway slave from Georgia, and sells him to plantation owner William

Ford. Ford takes a liking to Northup and gives him a violin. A growing tension between
Northup and plantation carpenter John Tibeats finally breaks as Tibeats tries to beat

Northup. Northup snaps and beats Tibeats with his hands before beating him with his own
whip. Tibeats and his group try to lynch Northup, but they are stopped by the plantation
overseer. Northup is left on tiptoes with the noose around his neck for hours before Ford

arrives and cuts Northup down. To save Northup's life, Ford sells him to another slave owner
named Edwin Epps. In the process, Northup attempts to explain that he is actually a free

man, but Ford tells him he is too afraid and owes a debt for Northup's purchase, so he will
not help him.

Epps, unlike Ford, is ruthless and sadistic. Northup meets Patsey, a favored slave who can
pick over 500 pounds of cotton a day, twice the usual quota. Epps regularly rapes Patsey
while his wife abuses and humiliates her out of jealousy. Some time later, cotton worms
destroy Epps's crops. Unable to work his fields, Epps leases his slaves to a neighboring
plantation for the season. While there, Northup gains the favor of the plantation's owner,

Judge Turner, who allows him to play the fiddle at a neighbor's wedding anniversary
celebration and to keep his earnings. When Northup returns to Epps, he uses the money to

pay a white field hand and former overseer, Armsby, to mail a letter to his friends in New
York. Armsby agrees and accepts Northup's saved money, but immediately betrays him to

Epps. In the middle of the night, a drunken Epps wakes Northup and questions him
menacingly about the letter while holding a knife to Northup's stomach. Northup is narrowly

able to convince Epps that Armsby is lying and Epps relents. Afterwards, Northup mournfully



burns the letter to prevent Epps from finding it. Some time later, Patsey is caught by Epps
going to a neighboring plantation in order to acquire soap, as Mrs. Epps will not let her have

any. In retaliation, Epps orders Northup to whip Patsey. Rather than risk harm to himself,
Northup accepts the whip from Epps and strikes Patsey over a dozen times, drawing blood,
tears, and shrieks. Epps then takes the whip back from Northup, and whips Patsey brutally,

to the point of near death. After the incident, Northup destroys his violin in a rage.
Northup begins working on the construction of a gazebo with a Canadian laborer named

Samuel Bass. Disturbed by Epps' open cruelty towards his slaves, Bass, citing his Christian
faith, expresses his opposition to slavery and castigates Epps, earning Epps' enmity.

Northup overhears the conversation and decides to reveal his kidnapping to Bass. Once
again, Northup asks for help in getting a letter to New York. Although Bass is hesitant at first
because of the risks, he agrees to send it. One day, the local sheriff arrives in a carriage with
two men. The sheriff asks Northup a series of questions to confirm that his answers match

the facts of his life in New York. Northup recognizes the sheriff's companion as Mr. Parker, a
shopkeeper he knew in Saratoga Springs. Parker has come to free him, and the two

embrace, though an enraged Epps furiously protests the circumstances and tries to prevent
Northup from leaving. Northup gives an emotional farewell to Patsey and rides off to his

freedom.
Northup is returned to his home and family, crying as he walks up the steps. As he walks in,

he sees his wife with their fully grown son, daughter, and his daughter’s husband. His
daughter and son in law present him with his grandson and namesake, Solomon Northup
Staunton. Northup tearfully apologizes for his long absence while his family comforts him.

Then the screening was followed by a discussion between students and teachers .













4th November 2016
(2016-2017)

Heritage Walk
(Humayun Tomb)

On 4th November 2016 the History dept of Maitreyi College organised a historical tour to the
Humayun's tomb, Delhi. It was one day tour that we started at 8:30 am. As many as there

were 125 students accompanied by the 7 Professors of History dept i.e Dr Ranjana
Bhattacharya, Dr Ritu Chahal, Dr Aali Kumar, Dr Priyanka Nirupam, Dr Rohan Shrivastav, Dr

Shang Haokip, Dr Balmiki Dev. We were all curious to witness the glorious Mughal
monument situated in the heart of Delhi. As there was no Bus provided by college we

travelled according to our own conveniences and decided to meet near the main gate of
Humayun's tomb. We reached the venue at 10:30 am.

Humayun's tomb is the tomb of the Mughal Emperor Humayun. This tomb, built in 1570 with
the patronage of Mughal emperor Akbar. It is of particular cultural significance as it was the

first garden-tomb on the Indian subcontinent. It inspired several major architectural
innovations, culminating in the construction of the Taj Mahal. Humayun’s garden-tomb is also

called the ‘dormitory of the Mughals’ as in the cells are buried over 150 Mughal family
members.

It was overall a memorable visit with lots of things to learn from our professors. Then we
started the return journey to our homes around 3:00 pm. Really it was the pleasant

experience, the visit enhanced our knowledge about this great historical place and our rich
culture and tradition.









31st Jan 2017 

                           Movie screening 
                                                                  ‘water’                   

The History department of Maitreyi college held 'Movie screening and Discussion as one of the 

academic extension activities. The movie shown was 'Water'. The event started with the 

introduction of the film and it's background. 111 students attended the movie screening. 

"Water is a 2005 Indo-Canadian film written and directed by Deepa Mehta. Water is a dark 

introspect into the tales of rural Indian widows in the 1940s and covers controversial subjects 

such as misogyny and ostracism. The controversies regarding its release was talked about before 

the screening. Water was eventually filmed in Sri Lanka rather than India, under a different 

name. 

Then after the film was screened. The plot revolves around a young girl Chuyia, and the 

experiences seen through her eyes. The film is set in the year 1938, when child marriages were 

common practice and widows had a diminished position in society in British India. Chuyia is an 

eight-year-old girl, whose husband suddenly dies. In keeping with traditions of widowhood, she 

is dressed in a white sari, her head is shaven and she is left in an ashram, to spend the rest of her 

life in renunciation amongst fourteen other widows. The woman in charge is Madhumati, fat , 

indolent & domineering who is fighting for the little girl.  

 

Chuyia makes a friend, the beautiful Kalyani who was the only widow with long hair in the 

ashram. Madhumati has an arrangement with the pimp Gulabi to supply Kalyani to wealthy 

clients as a source of income for the ashram. Another friend in the ashram is Shakuntala, a wise, 

thoughtful women who questions the foundation of the theory of widowhood, chuiya also 

witness Kalyani's budding romance with Narayan, an upper-class follower of Gandhi ji. Kalyani 

drowned herself in humiliation and gried when she finds out Narayan's father was one of Gulabi's 

many clients and with whom she was forced to sleep. Then after Madhumati sends Chuyia away to 

be prostituted as a replacement for Kalyani. Shakuntala finds out and tries to prevent the worst, but 

she is too late. As a result of being raped, Chuyia is deeply traumatised and catatonic Shakuntala 

then takes Chuyia away to receive Gandhi's blessings. She spots Narayan in the crowded train and 

hands over Chuyia to him in hopes of a brighter future for the child. 

 

The screening is followed by a discussion amongst the student and the teachers. The unspoken 

subtext of "Water" is that an ancient religious law has been put to the service of family economy, 

greed and a general feeling that women can be thrown away. This was discussed and debated. 

The ending of the movie where the character Narayan takes away Chuyia is questioned, if it was 

victorious or not. Also, Narayan's pragmatic explanation "One less mouth to feed, four less saris. 

and a free comer in the house. Disguised as religion, it's just about money" was pointed out. The 

character Shakuntala’s logical questioning of the underpinnings of her society is remarkable. The 

fact that we can end social evils slowly and steadily if we all work together was brought forth. 

The context was not about feminism or equality but how we as woman and fellow human beings 

should understand each other and come together to end social evils. 

A film like "Water" still has the power to offend in the year 2006 inspires the question: 

still offended, and why, and what have they to gain, and what do they fear? 
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8th March 2017  

                       Departmental   Fests 
               “panel discussion”     

Our panel discussion was on the broad topic of 'Gender through the Ages', where our panellists 

explored the dynamic issues associated with gender in the society. Students  from the first second 

and third years participated and 90 students attended it enthusiastically as panellists and made 

intelligent contributions to the 

discussion 

The discussion was divided into four sub-themes. The first theme revolved around women in the 

society through the ages. The panellists explored the impact of the ideas and customs of 

stri-bhaava, stri-dhana, bride price, jauhar and sati on the lives of women in early times. The 

participants threw light on excerpts from ancient texts like the Vedas that reflected the difference 

between the position of both the genders in ancient society. 

In the second segment, the panellists talked about the portrayal of women in art. Art is a 

reflection of the society. Keeping that in mind, the panellists closely analysed the representation 

of genders in art. Various questions were deliberated upon. How was the portrayal of men 

different from that of women? How were women of different classes portrayed? What could be 

the reasons behind this portrayal? 

The third sub-theme was 'Religion and Women'. Religion acts as a binding force for the society 

and has the power to make people function in a desired way. The panelists explored in depth how 

various religions had variations in how men and women were expected to behave, and it was 

concluded that almost every religion had somehow thought of women as the weaker sex. From 

Buddhism to Hinduism to Islam, our panelists pointed out various historical instances and 

religious customs that placed women on the lower rung. There was a heated debate between two 

panelists when the bhakti movement was brought up. While one panelist argued that with the 

bhakti movement, women now had a choice to be free from domestic oppression, another 

panelist insisted that the choice was a sham as women were still subservient, although to a deity. 

In the concluding segment, the importance and scope of gender studies was explored. Each 

panelist gave her view on why she thought gender studies was important as a subject. The 

development of a new branch called 'masculinity studies' was pointed at. The common idea was 

that it is important to know not only how patriarchy came up, but also why it managed to seep 



8th March 2017  

into the society and exist for so long. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8th March 2017  

                 ‘ Libas’ 
 

An event organized by the ISTORIA Department of History, Maiteryi College 

on the occasion of the annual Departmental Fest on 8 March 2017. It was an 

event showcasing the History of Textile of India from the earliest period. 

There were a total of 21 students from all the three years of the Department 

showcasing 21 different types of sarees worn by the Indian women in its full 

glory.It was attended by 112 students. The event was organized in relation to 

the main theme of the Fest which 

was "Religion, Traditional, Cultural Values and Women". Some of the sarees 

which were worn by the students were Banarasi, Kanchipuram, Gadwal Silk, 

Kota Doriya, Kantha, Patola Saree, Pathani Saree etc. 

The event was held on a runway and on which the students were judged on 

the way the showcased their sarees, the way they introduced and spoke about 

it and not on the basis of their colour. The judges of the event were our Head 

of Department Mrs. Kanthi Arora and Ritu Kumar who were just and fair in 

their decisions. 

The event was supervised by Mrs. Priyanka Nirupama Kirti who is an active 

member of the department. Her dedication and confidence in the students 

made the show a success and was praised by one and all. 

The event was made live on the Facebook page of the department so that it 

could be viewed by the one's who could not be present for the show. Also 

continuous promotion for the event was done on the Facebook and Instagram 

handles of the department so as to make people aware of the event. 
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8th March 2017  

              “ Women and Religion In Early India” 

                                                                           

On the occasion of our annual fest, Istoria and International Women's Day on 8 

of March 2017, we invited Professor Vijaya Ramaswamy to enlighten us. She is 

the Professor of Ancient Indian History at Jawaharlal Nehru University with a 

glorious experience of 35 years of teaching and research. She is recipient of 

Best Woman Historian' award for the period from 1996-2001 given by the 

Indian History Congress for the book 'Walking Naked: Women, Society, 

Spirituality in South India' and 'Indo-Shastri Award for the year 1998 tenable at 

York university, Toronto. She was also the President of the Medieval India 

Section of the Indian History Congress, Mysore, 2003. 

The event started with a great amount of zeal and a heartfelt speech from the 

students of our Department.It was attended by 125. It was followed by a 

detailed lecture from Vijaya Ma’am who talked on the topic "Women and 

Religion in Early India'. We learned how the women were prevented from 

accessing their basic rights from the very beginning. How the women may have 

been granted entry into religion but could never a have status equivalent to 

that of men. It was such a great experience for all of us as we could connect it 

with the prevailing condition of women and motivate us to move forward and 

make a better world for all of us. It was truly an honour to witness a lecture 

which was followed by a power point presentation. The lecture was then 

followed by a discussion where the audience got the opportunity to clear their 

query on the subject. 

The complete event was streamed live on the official page of Department of 

History, Maitreyi College to reach out to those who could not attend the event. 

These lecture helps us to enhance our knowledge and putting forward our 

point of view. 
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8th March 2017  

                               “Mushaira” 
                                                                                                                             

History Department of Maitreyi College, University of Delhi organized it's 

yearly fest ISTORIA on go march 2017, in which the department conducted an 

amazing show of preserving the legacy of Urdu and it's great Shayars by 

organizing Mushaira-e-Mehfil. Mushaira is an event where urdu poets gather 

to perform their works. Urdu poetry took it's position in 17th century when 

Mughals had established their dominion. It was thought by the legends of early 

India that Shairy should be recited in a gathering of minds with sufficient 

understanding of the language, so that they may enjoy, criticise, and ultimately 

appreciate what was recited. Delhi, which have it's own beautiful history of 

Urdu and it's origin and from where great Urdu poets emerged with legacy of 

Urdu language, many different great Urdu Poets or Shayars were remembered 

on the day of fest namely, Faiz Ahmed Faiz, Nida Fazli, Mirza Ghalib, Bashir 

Badr, Mir, Sahir Ludhyanvi, Nazeer Akbarabadi and a lot more. The students of 

History Department participated enthusiastically and somewhere pledged to 

conserve and preserve the legacy of Urdu language 

All the students, teachers and the audience got mesmerized in the beautiful 

wave of Urdu Shairys and the Shayars. Around 16 students participated in the 

Mushaira and other than the participants many students among 150 from the 

audience too participated actively and enriched the mehfil. All the teachers 

appreciated the fact that it's good to know that young generation too have a 

keen interest in this traditional form of reciting the poems and students recited 

the works of great poets so well. In the Mushira students recited poems of 

different poets on subjects like festivals, romance, patriotism, humour, 

motivation etc. and enjoyed great learning from it. 

The event ended by listening to many different poets and students and 

teachers wished to make it a more great next year. The event gave a platform 

to students to perform their skills of reciting poems and made them learn the 

essence of poetry as well as Urdu language. 

This event was a great learning for all as it somewhere helped to understand 

the beauty of Urdu language, the beauty of Shayris of different Shayars and 

how important it is to preserve and  continue the legacy of both the language 

as well as the traditional form of reciting poems, and Mushaira. 



8th March 2017  

 



8th March 2017  

 

 



8th March 2017  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8th March 2017  

            Abhivyakti’s Act : uncivilised daughters 

 

Abhivyakti, the theatre society of our college performed their production 

"Uncivilised Daughters' for Istoria on March 8, 2017 It questioned the very idea 

of a civilised woman, and the characteristics that give a woman social approval. 

If a girl is overweight, she is body shamed. If she doesn't apply makeup, she 

isn't presentable. If she applies makeup she is attention-seeking. Uncivilised 

Daughters raised the question: What if a woman chooses to shun these 

societal standards and be 'uncivilised'? 

The 50-minute play highlighted the issues faced by women in their day-to-day 

lives and how society wants them to behave at all times. It was attended by 

132 students. The play, which was divided into several episodes, presented 

themes like body shaming, dominating boyfriends, and women's suppressed 

sexual desires. The dialogues were delivered in English, Hindi, Punjabi and 

Bengali to show that these problems aren't specific to women of any particular 

region, but are faced by women all over the world. 

The play was in perfect harmony with our theme for Istoria 2017: 'Religion, 

Traditional Cultural Values and Women'. Abhivyakti perfectly depicted the 

social standards that every woman is supposed to adhere by, the years of 

social conditioning that has led to the general notion that women are the 

weaker sex, the suppression of their feelings, and the impact that all these 

factors have on the woman of today. 
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